
Tuesday, April 17: Day 7 

The humidity and temperature dropped slightly today inside our incubator, so we increased the temperature a 
quarter turn in the morning but returned the gage to the original mark. The temperature in the room had 
dropped by 4 degrees and the weather was unusually cold for April. 

 

Wednesday, April 18: Day 8 

We added water in the trough today. Temperature and humidity are on target. Feathers are beginning to form 
on the chick inside the egg. 

 

Thursday, April 19:  Day 9 

We started candling today!  Since the process works only in a dark room, we went into the ladies’ restroom to 
do it.  We placed two eggs into a carton and grabbed our “egg candler,” which is simply a mini flashlight.  With 
the lights off, we rested one egg on a pile of paper towels and shined the light onto either end of the egg.  We 
could clearly see the air pockets on either end plus a mass in the middle.  The mass contained many blood 
vessels and eye spots and was floating around inside the egg.  After just a few minutes we returned the eggs to 
the incubator and marked which ones we candled. 

 

Friday, April 20:  Day 10 

Temperature and humidity remain on target.  We added a little more water to the trough to get us through the 
weekend.  We candled four more eggs and were able to see development in all but one egg.  We will check that 
egg again later.  The beak is hardening on the chick inside the egg. 

 

 

 



Saturday, April 21:  Day 11 

Temperature and humidity remain on target.  We candled four more eggs but had difficulty seeing development 
in two of the eggs.   
 
Sunday, April 22: Day 12 

The YS librarian made a trip to the library to check on the incubator and found that the humidity had dropped 
to 40 % but the temperature was fine. She added about 6 oz of water to the trough to increase the humidity.  
Candled an egg and saw the development of the chick. At this stage the toes are fully formed. 

 

Monday, April 23: Day 13 

The humidity dropped again and more water was added. Candled 4 more eggs and one seemed to be infertile. 
Excitement is mounting in our community for our chick hatching project. Eight days left! 


